The Build Alternative described in Section 2.2.2 of the EA would result in a transit enhancement. Express
Lanes provide a dedicated running way for buses (which is shared with HOV-3+ vehicles and toll paying
vehicles). Buses and HOV-3+ vehicles do not have to pay to use of the facility. Through the use of dynamic tolls, the
operator can manage traffic flows to allow buses to travel at higher desired speeds and to provide better travel
time reliability for transit trips. With the provision of the dedicated running way, transit operators are able to run
transit routes that provide a travel time advantage to potential passengers. This is a condition similar to the
operation that may be provided with the implementation of a Bus Rapid Transit facility. The provision of fast and
reliable transit service serves as an incentive for drivers to shift to transit rather than use their automobiles.
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As indicated in the November 30, 2020 letter from Secretary Valentine to the Chairman of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, the Commonwealth of Virginia is committed to provide dedicated, ongoing support for transit
services along the corridor as part of the I-495 NEXT project. This commitment ensures that the I-495 NEXT project,
together with the existing I495 Express Lanes, provide multimodal solutions to move more people through the
corridor.
Under a separate but parallel study that is being coordinated with VDOT, the Virginia Department of Rail and Public
Transportation (DRPT) is conducting its I-495 American Legion Bridge Transit and TDM Study in coordination with
the Maryland Department of Transportation's Maryland Transit Administration (MTA). The recommendations
resulting from this separate study are aimed to work in concert with Virginia's proposed northern extension of the I
-495 Express Lanes and Maryland's separately proposed managed lanes program for the American Legion Bridge, I495, and I-270. More details on this study and recent updates may be found on the project website:
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http://drpt.virginia.gov/transit/major-initiatives/i-495american-legion-bridge-transit-and-tdm-study/

Travel benefits to the region include additional interstate capacity, the provision of a facility to enhance
transit service, new travel choices, decreased travel time during peak periods, and reduced length of rush
hours. For drivers using the American Legion Memorial Bridge (ALMB), this project would add capacity, improve
the existing bottleneck, provide new travel choices, reduce congestion on the existing lanes, and improve travel
time reliability across the bridge. For drivers using the George Washington Memorial Parkway (GWMP), this
project would add capacity, improve the existing bottleneck at the on-ramps for the I-495 interchange, and
reduce the weaving needed to access the GWMP from I-495. For drivers using local and neighborhood roads, this
project would reduce cut-through traffic by rerouting vehicles to I-495, and reduce delay and congestion at
intersections along adjacent local roads.
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Responses to Organization Comments

The analysis indicates that the implementation of the project would have no adverse impacts to air
quality; no violation of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards. The project includes the construction
of a shared-use path behind the noise wall between Lewinsville Road and Live Oak Drive.
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