One of the I-495 NEXT project goals is to improve traffic operations, such as reducing traffic in the general
purpose lanes to an extent that the queue spillback on the northbound on-ramp at this interchange is
substantially reduced. At this location, the VDOT Project Team re-evaluated the on-ramp configuration based on
meetings with the Great Falls Citizens Association and McLean Citizens Association to address the queuing concern.
The proposed ramp configuration from Georgetown Pike to northbound I-495 has been modified since the Design
Public Hearing Plans were released in February 2020 to address concerns about queuing on the on-ramp. The
proposed revised configuration for the northbound ramp would provide:
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3 lanes for approximately 350 feet



2 lanes for approximately 1,400 feet



A revised merge configuration at I-495, with a 2-lane on-ramp joining the I-495 general purpose lanes;
the second ramp lane would end approximately 300 feet after the merge with I-495.
See attached schematic of the proposed updated configuration for the on-ramp.

Designs will continue to be refined based on public input and cost and impact information.
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This comment highlights a unique challenge at this location, and VDOT will continue to work with the design
team to optimize the design configuration as the project advances to detailed design. Various alternative
intersection/interchange configurations were considered during early concept planning stages. The Georgetown
Pike interchange will remain a diamond interchange, but the lanes along Georgetown Pike will be reconfigured
within the interchange to improve traffic operations and safety. This configuration was selected to improve traffic
operations while minimizing right-of-way impacts. For example, a Single Point Urban Interchange or Diverging
Diamond configuration at the Georgetown Pike interchange would likely result in impacts to historic and cultural
resources on both sides of I-495.
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Funding for the construction of proposed trails along this segment of I-495 as shown in the public hearing
plans are part of the project budget and would be constructed as part of the I-495 NEXT Express Lanes.
Pairing the trail construction together with the Express Lane construction reduces the cost and timeline of the trail
construction. VDOT is coordinating with Maryland on connectivity of the proposed trail between the two states.
VDOT plans for the first phase of the trail to be constructed up to Live Oak Drive as part of the I-495 NEXT project,
where it can tie in to the Potomac Heritage Trail on the west side of I-495. A future extension of the trail to the
north, on the east side of I-495, would be implemented as part of widening of the American Legion Bridge, in
coordination with Maryland.
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Reference comment responses on the previous page. The traffic analysis results for the proposed I-495 NEXT
4 project show that future traffic demand volumes and resulting congestion would be reduced along
Georgetown Pike under the Build scenario, compared with existing and No-Build scenarios.

See responses to previous comments for resolution items 1 through 3. For item 4, VDOT anticipates that the
footprint of Georgetown Pike will tie back into the existing roadway west of Helga Place. The Limits of
Disturbance are shown for a short distance west of Helga Place to accommodate the work needed to tie in to
existing conditions, but no changes are anticipated outside of the existing curb lines on Georgetown Pike west of
Helga Place. A proposed additional eastbound left turn lane for traffic heading to Linganore Drive would be
provided within the area of the existing 16-foot grass median, so no additional widening would be needed, and the
project footprint and Limits of Disturbance would remain consistent with the existing footprint west of this
intersection.
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