November 24, 2020

VDOT Northern Virginia District Office
ATTN: AbilLerner, P.E.

4975 Alliance Drive

Fairfax, VA 22030

Submitted via email to 495NorthernExtension@VDOT . .virginia.gov

RE: 495 Express Lanes Northern Extension Project
To Whom It May Concern:

| am writing on behalf of the 1.4 million members and supporters of

the National Parks Conservation Association, a non-partisan nonprofit organization
dedicated to preserving and protecting our national park sites for present and future
generations. Included in our 1.4 million supporters are over 39,000 Virginians and more
than 28,000 Marylanders. We are writing to share our concerns with the negative
impacts the 495 NEXT project may have on our national park sites and to urge you to
avoid and to minimize these impacts.

Revisit Alternatives Analysis

The coronavirus pandemic has fundamentally changed American workforce patterns
and transportation needs. As a consequence of this, according to Global Workplace
Analytics (www.globalworkplaceanalytics.com), 25 to 30% of the workforce will be
teleworking multiple days per week by the end of 2021. VDOT must revisit the project’s
alternatives analysis to determine how the pandemic will influence traffic patterns both
immediately and in the long term. This will inform your decisions on what is actually
necessary in the way of congestion relief and if that congestion even remains in a post
coronavirus world.

The Alternatives Analysis is also lacking in its consideration of transit friendly options
and transit enhancements, focusing instead on single occupancy vehicles as the travel
mode to facilitate by expanding the highway. High quality transit service on dedicated or
express lanes and expanded use of bus rapid transit are among the many options that
should be thoroughly vetted.

Address Project’s Impact to Air, Land and Water

VDOT must address, avoid, and minimize pollution to our region’s air, land, and water
that will be created both by the project’'s construction and by reliance on single
occupancy vehicles on the road. By adding impermeable surfaces, this project will
increase polluted stormwater runoff that will end up in our regional streams and the
Potomac River. Removing tree canopy will make our region hotter, increase

I 2YYSyiG O2yasydsSR

2y

ySEI

G2 hNBFYATlFLa2y [/ 2YYSyila

M¢Ké /g LI9dzo f AO KSIFfGK SYSNHSyOe Aa y20 FyaOALNl GS
adzoadlrysaldS GKS ySSR F2NJ I adzll) SYSyidlFft FylfeasSs
/ h+uéh LlMzot A0 KSIFfiK SYSNHSyOeé> +5h¢ O2yRdzOGSR |y | &

GNI YO tS@Sta 20aSNUWSR G GKS 0S3IAYYAYI 2F HAHMD ¢ K
g2dzZZ R 0S aA3IyAUOry(d O2y3Sasz2y AYy (UKS 02 NNIRDHNIbOY ¢H J
LINE 2SO0 ¢KS APt YOS yel keSRfylla2z F RRNBaa GKS O02y3SaidsSR
GNI YO tS@Sta NBadzZ syd FTNRY OKIy3ISamdpAMdza NEkGSKSLE G KNS
NBadzZ Ga 2F GKS Fylfeara 2 FvmoNBRBAaRG 4K SikyT TN SYYOS NRRISSY @
I LISYRAE Y @ FL YiIIKSNAMNRY2BD (iwdzd o UOI 02y wS L2 NI @

¢KS .dAfR !'fOGSNYlIa@dS RSAONAOSR Ay {SO02Yy HOHODH 7
H [FySa LINPGARS I RSRAOIFIGSR NUzyyAyB GDESEADLNEO tHzif BR& (
BSKAOf Sa0 & -0.tdzaBSIK AFQERS A hRe2 y 20 KI @S G2 LI & (2 dasS 27
2LISNI G2NJ OFy YrylF3aS GNXrYO b2ga (2 |ft2¢ odzasSa G2 G
aYS NBfAFOAfAGE F2NJ NI yaArd GNRALIAS® 2A0K GKS LINR A A
OGNl yaAad NRdziSa GKIFG LINRPGARS | N} @St aYS [FR@GIyGl 3S
2LISNYF a2y GKFG YIe@ 0SS LINPGARSR gAGK GKS AYLI SYSyYy(dl a:
NBfAFOES GGNIXyaAd aSNIBAOS aSN®BSa +ta Iy AyOSyasa@S F2NJ
a8 AYRAOIFIGSR Ay GKS b2@SYO6OSNIonX wnun £ SHISNI FNRY {°¢
2F {dzZLISNIDA&A2NBRI GKS /2YY2ysSIHtGK 2F £ANBAYALF A& O2)

SNIAOSE Ff2y3 (GKS ORNNARSNG I BINERE SOG @ F{ 21 KEKX 1 SIBEMA 3
ASLI NI (GStfte FNBY G(GKS NRBIRgLFe AYLNROSYSyia -hgptROISKR 7
LINE2SOGE (23S0 KBPP 6AHIKNBIKS [SIEAS®Y ILINRE OA RS YdzZ a Y2 RI f
GKNRdzZAK GKS O2NNARZ2NID

Qx

LI 38



I 2YYSyi

O2yGAydzSR FTNRY LINB

wSa Ly
G2 @

O02YYSyi

ra 2y
YySEG L

lndpp b9-¢ A& NBIIANBR (2 O2YLX & 6A0GK GKS FRYAY]
Bgﬂig\m_r\g@)\y)\l- {G2NXol GSNI al yI 3SYSyid ! O GKNRdIZAK LISN
t NEINI Y o0x{datyd I IO22MNRNYDED g A 1K (GKS zAMAINYEI GURXNNY A
YIEYlF3SYSyd AYFNI AaGdNHOGAZINE ¢2dzf R 6S LINPOARSR G2 IR
0Sad YFyl3aSYSyid LINY Oa0Sa 6.atuv ¢g2dzZ R YAea3dl(GS GKS
2 0SNJ ljdzt yaled ¢62dzf R 6S FRRNBaaSR (KNRdzZZK (GKS A YL
RSIldzr S 2dzit €2 YR OKIFIYyySf YR b22R LINRPGSOeaz2y N
SAA3IYSR G2 IRRNBaa Ndz/2a OF LI OAle I'YyR @St20A0ez
KSNB | NB OdzNNByiteé y2 SELXAOAG FTSRSNKE | NSIRIdZANE S
p 4 6DI DO SYAadaAiazyas FfaGK2dAK | ljdz2rt Al a@S DID | &
UKy FaNNSR REOAAA2Y® Ly (GKS 10aSy08 2F FTSRSENIE NBI d:
DID Syxaairzya FyR OfAYIl OKI y3S &Y LW O0Nb3O ALY a2y MN
¢NF YaLR2NIlFa2y YR [/ fEAYLFQ LyAoaloa@S Yl & Ifaz2 NBad
BSKAOfS YAftSa (NI} @St SR o0zxzac¢l0 Aa yaOALIGSR (2 AyO
f20f GONBYR&a 20SNJ GKS LI ad aS@OSNIf RSOFRSavuvz zat
G2 GKS Hnnp b2 .dAfR aO0OSyYkNHKE®EIK RU2EN 1i2 HFSBSRA YOI NIDK:
203ASNWSR G2RIFeéd ! YIFI22NI FFOU2NI AYy YAsa3dlaydalLPlBys
Syraarzy aidl yRFNRasY AYLIX SYSYGSR Ay O2yOSNI 6A0GK Yy
| RYAYAAUGNr a2y 69L! 0 SasaYFGSR GKIFG FdzSt SO2y2Yeée gA
Rdzié OSKAOf Sad ¢KA& AYLINROSYSYyl Ay GSKAOES SYAaaa
2P0SN) GKAA LISNAZ2R® ¢Kdza>X GKS LINRP2SOG NBI ¢g2dzf R a$s
lf GSNY I a@S O2YLI NBR G2 GKS wHnannp b2 .dAfR !'f4OGSNYLI s
42YS -RAdi®K IOSKAOf S FdzSt SO2y28@e LARIRKERRRE RBITe TN RN
0SySUGAXY o6dzi AYLINRGSYSyida Ay DI D SYAaaAi 2RAzINI (265K Al (
Ay GKS O2YAy3a @8SINBA® ¢KSNBET2NBI GKS NBOSYyid Neffol
jdzt t AGFoa@S DID FylLteara Ay GKS T AN vdzZ fAdGe ¢SOKYyA
l o f G2 06S FRSIldzZ G§Ste ljdz2 ysUSR dzyaf G(KS 9t! NBfSI

A

Rdzié OSKAOfS DID SYAaairzy NIGSao

¢ I+ U U

w»

{ SO02Yy odMp PHC RENBKB268A RAEAGBIBBILINREAYI St & mmy | ON
O2yaiNHzOea2y 2F (KS LINRP2SOU RdzsS (2 (KSOZ¥BIgNyA2¥F
y2AaS glfftazs AG2NXVglFGSNI YIFYlFI3ISYSyYy(d éFFOAUIAASAKRIbBYR
I GSOGSR o0& (KS LINRP2SOG A& LINAYINRBEESRAY RKiyaBSNOKI
YR GKS FNBIF Ay GKS YSRAFYy® /[ dzf gSNIia O2yySOeay3d ai
FNF3IYSyGa NBadZ &G Ay t2¢ ljdzatAde SR3IS KFEIoAdGFdGd 1106
NEA&GNAOsa2ya LI2ASR o0& GKS (NI @St ftlySaod LYONBIaay3
KFoAGFG FNIAYSyldlez2zy a4 F2NBAGSR flFyR ¢2dzf R y20 o
LX Iy ¢2dzf R 6S RS@USt2LISR RdzNAy3a Uyt RSaA3dy G2 ARS
FSIFaA0ES F2it26Ay3a 02y aiNHzOs2y ®

2

hNEBFYyAT a2y

/| 2YYSyia



